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On Feb. 1 Brazilian legislators convened to inaugurate a constituent assembly charged with drafting
the republic's eighth political constitution. Head of the Supreme Court, Jose Carlos Moreiras
Alves, chaired the late afternoon inauguration ceremony. Meanwhile, thousands of demonstrators
gathered outside the congressional building in Brasilia to express their demands that agrarian
reform, just wages and a moratorium on foreign debt payment be included in the new constitution.
Among the numerous issues to be debated by the constituent assembly are the role of the armed
forces in the national government; the duration of the presidential term; and the content of and
mechanisms for enforcing agrarian reform.
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